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Tongues tied around tatu-bola

Some claim World Cup mascot related to Chinese
pangolin, Yang Wanli reports from Kunming.

n the run-up to the FIFA World
Cup 2014, Chinese soccer fans
havebeenattempting to wrap their
tonguesaround some of the exotic
‘names from the national squads, with
Sahm: Papastathopoulos and Lazaros
of Greece, and Reza
Ghoochannejhad of Iran among those
‘that have proved the most perplexing.
However, the most popular name
by far isnit that of a human being, but a
shy; retiring creature called the Brazilian
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‘microblogon Sunday. Her post prompt-
ed scores of comments from netizens,
mostofwhom wereaqually mysifed
ths illo, or the tatu-bola,
which has been ch th for i "
the world biggest soccer tournament,  to gelhering facts about the tatu-bola.
wohich begins in Brazil on Thursday. The  Guoks; one of Chinas top websites for

‘name, is Portuguese in
COVER origin, comes from the ani-
STORY  malsabiliy to curl up into a
ball, or bola, at the first hintof
trouble. In fact i fj

science enthusiasts, has publi
eral short introductory articles via its
‘microblogin response to questions from
the public about the living habits, diet
dpl igin of theanimal, known

illo that

in Chi

“It's the first time I've seen the name
of this animal, and T have no idea how to
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An exotic, but potentlally dangerous import

By YANG WANLI

As an expert on amphibians and reptiles, it's
hardly surprising that Rao Dinggi’s 15-square-
meter office at the Kunming Institute of Zoology
is packed with weighty tomes relating to turtles,
snakes, frogs and other creatures. Several glass
cases that sit on and under his desk contain a
menagerie of stuffed animals, most of them col-
lected earlier this year.

According to Rao, the best-known animal
import from South America is the Brazilian slid-
er, a turtle commonly seen in China and often
keptas a pet. “Tt was firstly introduced to Taiwan,
and is very easy to feed because it will eat almost
anything, including shrimps, vegetables, fruit,
«carrionand small fish. It’s also very adaptable and
«can live in temperatures ranging from 10 C to 35
C. These factors have been favorable to the rapid
spread of the Brazilian slider in China” Rao said.

Theslider was introduced to the Chinese main-

VAN FAN. FOR CHINA DALY
The Brazilian slider, a popular pet in China, is a
threat to indigenous Chinese turtles.

land in the 1980s. According to Rao, it quickly
became a popular dish in southern parts of the
country, but Buddhists also like to buy the slider
asa gift for their temples, because saving alife, any
life, is a laudable activity.

For Rao, though, the turtle is an unwanted

guest. “This invasive species can seriously threat-
en and destroy the local environment and harm
biological diversity because of its high rate of
reproduction and adaptability]” Rao said, adding
that the number of indigenous turtle species in
China is very limited.

“Local species will be severely threatened by the
lass of habitat and food supply, which may result
in them being driven to the brink of extinction.
The management of invasive species is now an
urgent matter, he said.

Rao urged the establishment ofa department to
supervise and control invasive species, both flora
and fauna: “Measures to limit their growth area
and control their numbers to prevent a popu-
lation boom should be introduced as soon as
possible. The introduction of invasive species is
relatively inexpensive, but controlling them can
be very costly”

Guo Anfei in Kunming contributed to this story.
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