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Appliance of

science

‘needs

mnovation’

Unorthodox approach will pay
dividends, leading expert predicts

By CHENG YINGQI
chengyingqi@chinadaily.com.cn

They say great minds think
alike — but that’s the last
thing Bai Chunli wants.

As president of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences, he says
what the country’s scientific
community needs most is
diversity, not uniformity.

“When we say someone
is trying to do things in an
unorthodox way, it’s usu-
ally derogatory,” the
58-year-old chemist
said. “But in terms
of scientific and
technical innova-
tion, you have to be
unorthodox, think
out of the box, break
new ground. Other-

wise, innovation is :
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“Added to this, the man-
agement of our scientific
research has problems,” he
added.

According to Bai, one of
the problems is that previous
research investment attached
too much importance on
buying research instruments,
and ignored human resourc-
es, which means China’s
researchers are paid relatively
low salaries.

The poor wages of
researchers led to
another result —
scientists have to
seek subsidies from
funds for scientific
research projects.

The govern-
ment allocated
228.55 billion yuan
(836.18 billion) to
scientific research
in its 2012 budget.
Funding is up on
last year when it
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